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Ourrural areasare the fabric of our societyand the heartbeatof
our economy. Thediversityof the landscape,cultureandheritage
is one of 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎmost defining and remarkablefeatures. They
area corepart of our identityandour economicpotential.

We will cherishand preserveour rural areasand invest in their
future.

PresidentVon der LeyenςJuly 2019



#RuralVisionEU

How?
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Of both
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Long TermVision for 
9¦Ω ǎ wǳǊŀƭ !ǊŜŀǎ

https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/new-push-european-
democracy/long-term-vision-rural-areas_en

ÅCommunication

ÅStaff Working Document 

with analysis, EU policies 

and foresight (3 parts)

ÅSynopsisReportof the 

public consultation

Å Factsheet
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Visionfor

rural areas

#RuralVisionEU

Rural -urban gaps

Å Older population

Å Women and young out-

migration

Å Lower GDP/capita

Å Lower accessto services

Å Weaker infrastructures

Å Lower accessto fast internet

Å Higher feeling of being

overlooked (remote )

Analysis



Visionfor

rural areas

Rural opportunities

for rural people and 

for all citizens

Å Key for ecosystem services
Å Bio- and circular economy

Å Ecological and digital 

transitions 

Å Increasing demands from

society (e.g. food, 

recreation )

Å Recovery from COVID 19 
crisis

#RuralVisionEU

Analysis


